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‘PEDAL POWER AT HIDDEN VALLEY’
TOMORROW 7:30am to 12:00noon

Hidden Valley Motor Sports Park - Gold Coin Entry
Entr y Form & Event Activities Pr ogram:

www.rotarnet.com.au/users/9/95547/calendar_events.html
Contact Frank Stewart E: f.b.s@bigpond.com 

Counting
the cost
...and its
approval

By ALYSSA BETTS

$25,000 to rate council

Wicking's View: P36

DARWIN City Council is set to
spend $25,000 to find out what
people think of it.

The proposed community satis-
faction survey will ask ratepayers
to assess council's performance on
everything from its services and
public art to car parking and
swimming pools.

While the last such survey was
carried out in 2005, the council is
proposing to run the survey annu-
ally to identify ``real or perceived
gaps'' in council services, according
to a DCC committee report
this week.

Lord Mayor Graeme Sawyer said
the council was always reviewing
its processes and was keen to get
community feedback on how it
was performing.

``I certainly take the attitude that
you need to know these things, and
you don't (find out) these things by
asking yourself Ð you've got to ask
the people involved and directly

affected,'' he said.
Mr Sawyer said council was pre-

pared to change the way it operated
should the results come back with a
big red cross.

He said he expected some areas
would attract criticism, such as the
divisive laneways issue.

Mr Sawyer said he was not sure
whether the results would be
made public.

``My expectation is that it would
be released. I'll certainly be
advocating for that.''

The survey would involve tele-
phone interviews with some 700
Darwin residents, and is planned to
be done in July.

The council report this week
mentioning an alternative online
method of surveying was rejected
because it had the potential to be
clogged by ``serial whingers'', and
exclude sections of the community
that had no internet access.

EPIC JOURNEY: Chris Roach in Darwin, as he travels around the world on his bike promoting
sustainable living and surviving on a budget of just $10 a day. Picture: CLIVE HYDE

Around the world on a wheel and a prayer
By REBEKAH CAVANAGH `It's all about sustain-

ability Ð we have to
learn to change and
live a sustainable life
otherwise we're in
really big trouble'

A MASSIVE travel bug combined
with a desire to promote
sustainable living is the driving
force behind Chris Roach's
mission to travel across the globe
on a bicycle.

With a budget of just $10 a day,
the 27-year-old environmental
engineer will use pedal power Ð
and the occasional trip onboard a
sail boat Ð to cross some
75,000km over the next
eight years.

His arrival in Darwin this week
marks the end of the first leg of his
epic adventure.

Mr Roach started the ride,
dubbed The Cycle Strongman
Expedition, from the front door of
his house in his hometown of
Newcastle, in NSW, on March 28.

And he said not even the

flooded roadways in north
Queensland, a stack over a
railway line, and the dusty,
bumpy and lonely Savannah Way
could stop him from reaching the
Top End.

``It's great to have made it to
Darwin,'' he said.

Mr Roach hopes the ride, which
will be virtually carbon-emission
free, will lift environmental
awareness.

``It's all about sustainability Ð
we have to learn to change and
live a sustainable life otherwise
we're in really big trouble,''
he said.

``Simple things like getting out
on your bike can really help.''

He also hoped the ride would
raise up to $100,000 for Oxfam
Australia.

The touring cyclist plans to stay
in Darwin for about three weeks
as he searches for someone he can
hitch a yacht ride with to
Indonesia to start the next leg of
his journey through Asia and on
to Europe.

To follow Mr Roach on his
travels Ð or if you can give him a
ride across the Timor Sea from
Darwin to Indonesia Ð visit
www.cyclestrongman.com


